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" Conference exnanis again in 2009

By DAVID ROGERS

FROM the tip of Scotland to the
far south of England, through the
West of Wales to the rolling fens
of East Anglia, more summer
Rugby League than ever before
will be played and supported in
2009, as the twelfth Co-operative
Rugby League Conference
season was unveiled at a formal
launch at Elland Road on
Sunday afternoon, prior to the
Carnegie World Club Challenge.

The three-tier competition, now
underpinned by four regional Merit
Leagues in England, will see a total of
136 teams take to the field - 91 in the
Conference - while there will also be

further increases in the junior and
women’s game, and a more devolved
administrative  structure into the
regions to cope with the demand for the
code.
RFL

National ~ Development

Executive Gary Tasker welcomed the -

continuing spread of the sport, which
has seen participation levels increase
overall by over 150 per cent in the last

four years..
“The  structured  geographical
progression of Rugby League over the

last decade or so has been one of its
real success stories,” said Tasker.

“In terms of standard and profile, the
Conference is improving year on year.
More players are starting their
education in the game in this
competition and, already, some have

SRS

reached international, Super League
and Championship levels."

Eleven clubs will compete in the
showcase RLC National Division, 41
in five Premier Divisions for the Harry
Jepson Trophy, and 39 in six Regional
Divisions, giving a net increase of five
participants on 2008. |

More RLC sides are running second
teams this season, and there are eight
newcomers, together with three sides -
Kent Ravens, Farnborough Falcons and
Cottingham Tigers - that are returning
to the fold.

The new clubs are Wigan
Riversiders, Kippax Knights, Winalton
Warriors, Southampton Spitfires,
Hillfoot Rams (Scotland), Norwich
City Saxons, South Dorset Giants and
St Clears Wild Boars (Wales)
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rugby league news

2 March 2009

Rams and Spitfires to make Conference bow

o

A team from Clackmannanshire are among the newcomer s to the 2009 Co-operative Conference this summer.

Hillfoot Rams, who will compete in the Scottish division, are one of eight new clubs in rugby league's ever-expanding
summer amateur competition which gets under way in April.

The arrival of South Dorset Giants, who are based in Weymouth, Southampton Spitfires and Norwich City Saxons
further demonstrate the growing spread of the 13-man code while St Clears Wild Boars will increase the game's
presence in Wales.

South Dorset will be in the South-West division alongside established clubs Somerset Vikings, Exeter Centurions,
Devon Sharks, East Devon Eagles and Plymouth Titans, with Southampton competing in the London and South
league.

Among the new clubs in rugby league's traditional heartland, Wigan Riversiders have taken the step up to the North-
West division seven years after their formation by a group of Warriors supporters.

"The structured geographical progression of rugby league over the last decade or so has been one of its real success
stories," said RFL national development executive Gary Tasker.

rugby league headlines

Reds welcome back Myler

Saints won't rush Meli return
Youthful Skolars

Coaching role for Radlinski

Rhinos willing to wait for Eastwood
Sibbit breathes sigh of relief
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Southampton Spitfires RLFC

Andrew Moore volunteer commercial manager, says: “We already have an RFL affiliated rugby
league men’s side but our aim is to encourage everyone, of all ages, to get involved in rugby. Our men’s team
competes well in the Co-operative Conference and it would be great to get more people playing the sport. “The kind
donation from the MARS Refuel Drink Fund will not only help fund the women'’s side but also buy equipment for the
juniors team which launches this month and help us all play longer.

9 I Southampton Spitfires Rugby League Football Club 2009 ©. Visit: www.southampton-spitfires.co.uk



10 I Southampton Spitfires Rugby League Football Club 2009 ©. Visit: www.southampton-spitfires.co.uk



Week 5

GREENWICH ADMIRALS were too strong for local rivRENT RAVENS, winning the garden of
England top of the table derby 70-4.

SWINDON ST GEORGE maintained their impressive stggtting back to winning ways with a 52-10
success over OXFORD CAVALIERS at the Croft Sporenite.

SOUTHAMPTON SPITFIRES moved into third spot ovepopents GUILDFORD CAVALIERS with a
40-28 away triumph.
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Week 7

PId wW D L F A PD
1 Greenwich Admirals 6 5 0 1 296 71 225
2 Swindon St George 6 3 1 2 225 190 35
3 Southampton Spitfires 6 3 1 2 190 182 8
4 Guilford Giants 6 2 0 4 118 170 -52
5 Kent Ravens 6 2 0 4 106 192 -86
6 Oxford Cavaliers 6 2 0 4 100 230 -130
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Southern Daily Echo Thursday 2¢ July 2009

(Spitfires won 80-4 v Oxford Cavaliers23une 2009)
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Hullkr.co.uk - 27" July 2009.
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Southern Daily Echo 29 ™ July 2009.

Coverage of Southampton’s 38-20 away win against Swindon St George in the Co-operative Conference play-off semi final 25 July 2009.
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www.rugbyleagueconference.co.uk
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FT: Swindon 20 Spitfires 38
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A little proof that the word is starting to get altout us!

St Mary’s to Host Rugby World Cup matches (BasiokstGazette)
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